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News, Opportunities and Deadlines for Jan. 2022

20th LBRN Annual Virtual Meeting

Event Date: January 28-29, 2022

All Deadlines: Presentation Deadlines have been met.
Open Registration for attendance, must register to attend.

Location: Virtual Meeting
 

 

Greetings!!  LBRN team is pleased to announce that the 20th Annual LBRN Meeting will be held virtually on the
28th and 29th of January, 2022. The virtual format has been necessitated owing to COVID-19 related safety
measures. As was the case last year, in-spite of the unprecedented pandemic LBRN investigators and
students have been carrying out active research in a responsible and safe manner. We are encouraged by
their commitment and look forward to celebrating the wonderful research efforts by all involved. This is an
open meeting and all are welcome, there is no registration fee. We invite the biomedical researchers from all
over the state to participate.

Each year the LBRN program has an annual meeting in which program participants, committee members and

https://mailchi.mp/05f09cc27024/louisiana-biomedical-research-network?e=%5BUNIQID%5D
https://lbrn.lsu.edu/annual-meetings.html


administrators meet to review individual research accomplishments and to discuss the overall program activity.
Summer research faculty and graduate and undergraduate students are encouraged to present their LBRN
sponsored research, and talks are scheduled to highlight sponsored research projects from partnered
campuses across the state.
 

Oral Presenters: Full Project PIs, INBRE / COBRE Collaboration Supplemental Project PIs, LBRN Maternal
Health Supplemental Project PIs, LBRN Graduate Students (Flash talks), and invited guests.

 

Tentative Agenda





 

Poster Sessions: All projects currently funded by the LBRN, Summer Graduate students are required to submit
an abstract to participate in the poster session. LBRN Undergraduate Summer students and all biomedical
researchers within the state of Louisiana are also expected to submit abstracts. 
 

To recognize the efforts, we will continue the tradition of awarding:



1st and 2nd place award for Graduate and Undergraduate Posters,
1st place award for Graduate Flash talks,
1st and 2nd place awards for Project Posters and finally,
1st place award for Oral Presentations by Full project PIs."

 
Please register on the link below

 

FREE Bioinformatic training for LSU and LBRN students!

January 19, 2021

Fill out this form: https://share.hsforms.com/1dTX_-HIzQ-uz0ExbdaoZrw3851z to get zoom meeting invitation
and email notifications about the LSU BIOMMED Spring Bioinformatics & Data Science Programs.

For more details, reach out to Farhana Musarrat, Ph.D., Post-Doctoral Researcher, Kousoulas Lab
(fmusar1@lsu.edu | office 225-578-9084 | mobile 504-265-6777)

Program delivery and registration via GeneLab on OmicsLogic: http://edu.omicslogic.com/lsu-biommed
 

https://lbrn.lsu.edu/annual-meetings.html
https://share.hsforms.com/1dTX_-HIzQ-uz0ExbdaoZrw3851z


 

News: Division for Research Capacity Building, NIH

The Division for Research Capacity Building (DRCB) supports research, faculty development, research
training, and research infrastructure improvements in states where levels of NIH research funding have



historically been low through administering the Institutional Development Award (IDeA). It also supports
research directed by and research capacity building in Native American and Alaska Native tribal organizations
through the Native American Research Centers for Health (NARCH) program, faculty development at
institutions that primarily serves students from underrepresented groups in biomedical research through the
Support for Research Excellence (SuRE) program, and science education through the Science Education
Partnership Awards (SEPA) program. The division also oversees the STTR Regional Technology Transfer
Accelerator Hubs for IDeA States.
 

NIH Funding Opportunity and/or Policy Announcements

Administrative Supplements to INBRE Awards to Fund Research Collaborations (NOT-GM-22-001).
NIGMS National and Regional Resources (PAR-22-065).
Administrative Supplements to NIGMS Funded Awards for Building Cloud-Based Learning Modules
(NOT-GM-22-004).
Innovation Corps (I-Corps) at NIH Program for NIH and CDC Translational Research (PAR-22-073).

 
Upcoming Events

Webinar: Building Cloud-Based Learning Modules (NOT-GM-22-004), Thursday, December 9, 2:00-3:30
p.m. ET; Zoom information to follow.
Pre-application webinar to discuss developing collaborative applications for INBRE supplements,
December 20, 2:00-3:30 pm ET; Zoom information to follow.
NIH UNITE’s listening sessions to discuss racial & ethnic equity, December 2021-February 2022.

Reports/News/Program Messages

Bristol Myers Squibb Foundation (BMSF) Diversity in Clinical Trials Career Development Program for
early career physician investigators: informational webinars December 7 and January 6. For more
information.
Extramural Nexus: New Site for Small Business Program and Academic Entrepreneurship Resources.
Extramural Nexus: Capacity Building for the Future of Biomedical Research Webinar: Recording
Available.
Extramural Nexus: Resources & Recordings Available from the Recent 2021 NIH Virtual Grants Seminar.

LBRN "Core Bucks"

https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-GM-22-001.html
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/PAR-22-065.html
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-GM-22-004.html
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/PAR-22-073.html
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-GM-22-004.html
https://www.nih.gov/ending-structural-racism/unite
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/listening-sessions-nih-stakeholders-discuss-racial-ethnic-equity-tickets-208113843107
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJItceihpzMuGtEXTrewTK8XNneKf5YtDvnJ
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https://diversityinclinicaltrials.org/
https://nexus.od.nih.gov/all/2021/11/16/new-site-for-small-business-program-and-academic-entrepreneurship-resources/
https://nexus.od.nih.gov/all/2021/11/17/capacity-building-for-the-future-of-biomedical-research-webinar-recording-available/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5pvGglXEsHU
https://nexus.od.nih.gov/all/2021/11/17/resources-recordings-available-from-the-recent-2021-nih-virtual-grants-seminar/
https://lbrn.lsu.edu/cores.html#corebucks


The BBC Core and MCBR Core offer researchers the opportunity to earn “Core Bucks” to support faculty and
students upto $1500. Requests for Core Bucks from Member Institutions must be initiated through the
respective Core Contact on campus.
 

- The Bioinformatics, Biostatistics, and Computational Biology Core (BBC Core)
 
The BBC Core serves to train and support project investigators and their teams across Louisiana. It works to
enable Louisiana Biomedical Research Network project PIs and their teams to employ Louisiana
cyberinfrastructure (especially high performance computing), and to provide bioinformatics services, training,
and educational support.

The core provides bioinformatics training, conducts workshops, and provides bioinformatics analysis services.
The core also provides access to the IBM Delta Cluster and has a dedicated BBC allocation for the high
performance computing resources at LSU. The BBC Core maintains software licenses and access to Ingenuity
Pathway Analysis (IPA), Partek Flow, DNASTAR, and Ion Torrent analysis software. In addition, several open
source tools for bioinformatics such as bowtie, tophat, cufflinks, samtools, GATK, QIIME, DADA2, Phyloseq,
etc. are installed and maintained.

Some examples of standard bioinformatics workflows that can be supported through core bucks requests:  

Gene Pathway Analysis
RNA-Sequencing Processing and Analysis
16S rRNA Microbial Community Analysis
ITS2 Fungal Community Analysis

Other workflows can be developed or adapted from existing software on an as needed basis.

For more information, see: https://lbrn.lsu.edu/cores.html#corebucks
 

https://lbrn.lsu.edu/cores.html#corebucks
https://lbrn.lsu.edu/cores.html#corebucks


- The Molecular and Cell Biology Resources Core (MCBR Core)

MCBR Core Services include both one-on-one training for faculty and students as well as workshops on topics
like bioinformatics and protein purification.

Sample services:
1. Molecular Biology Reagent Equipment and Services

GeneLab provides conventional and next generation nucleic acid sequencing (NGS), and recombinant
DNA Service. NGS equipment includes Torrent PGM, Ion Proton etc
NGS Services provides a reliable connection between NGS experiments and the analysis of NGS data

2. Protein Production, Purification and Characterization Laboratory

Protein Purification and Characterization includes semi automated Bio-rad profinia affinity
chromatography system, AKTA Explorer FPLC system, and HPLC and ultracentrifugation equipment
Peptide Synthesis and purification
Protein-protein interactions are investigated using primarily Surface Plasmon Resonance (SPR)
implemented on Biacore and ForteBio SPR equipment. Additional physicochemical characterization of
protein-protein interactions is available through collaborations with the LSU Department of Chemistry.
Gene-to-Protein-to-Antibody Services – you provide the gene, we return an antibody

3. Molecular Immunopathology Laboratory Services

Pathology Services including necropsy procedures, gross and histopathological examinations and
interpretation of immunohistochemistry and special stains performed by veterinarians and histology
specialists
Flow Cytometry and immunophenotyping Services
Multiplex/Luminex complements immunophenotyping services for rapid and standardized analysis of
soluble factors e.g., lymphokines, using bead based array technology.
Microscopy – contains transmission and scanning electron microscopes, a laser dissection microscope,

https://lbrn.lsu.edu/cores.html#corebucks


a Leica TCS SP2 for 3D fluorescence microscope, and a high-throughput digital slide-scanner.

For more information, see: https://lbrn.lsu.edu/cores.html#corebucks

Coronavirus (COVID-19) Information

Information from CDC: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html
 

COVID-19 Vaccines
You are up to date with your COVID-19 vaccines when you have followed the current recommendations listed
below. The recommendations will be different depending on your age, your health status, and when you first
got vaccinated.

Many people who are immunocompromised may need an additional dose as part of their primary vaccine
series.

Note that booster shots are not recommended for everyone at this time.
 

https://lbrn.lsu.edu/cores.html#corebucks
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/vaccine-benefits.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/recommendations/immuno.html?s_cid=11707:covid%20booster%20immunocompromised:sem.ga:p:RG:GM:gen:PTN:FY22


 

1 If you had a severe allergic reaction after a previous dose or if you have a known (diagnosed) allergy to
a COVID-19 vaccine ingredient, you should not get that vaccine. If you have been instructed not to get one
type of COVID-19 vaccine, you may still be able to get another type.

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/recommendations/specific-groups/allergies.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/info-by-product/clinical-considerations.html#Appendix-C%20


2 CDC has updated its recommendations for COVID-19 vaccines with a preference for mRNA (Pfizer-
BioNTech or Moderna) vaccines. Learn more about the updated guidance on the use of Janssen (Johnson &
Johnson) COVID-19 vaccine.

3 The primary series of these vaccinations includes a third dose for people ages 18 years and older
with moderate to severe immunocompromise. This third dose occurs 28 days after the second dose in the
primary series.

4 The primary series of this vaccination includes a third dose for people ages 5–17 years with moderate to
severe immunocompromise. The third dose occurs 28 days after the second dose in the primary series.

5 You should get your second shot as close to the recommended 3-week or 4-week interval as possible. You
should not get the second dose early.

We remind everyone of the information provided here on our website: LBRN COVID-19.

 
COVID-19 in Louisiana

Information from New York Times: https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2021/us/louisiana-covid-cases.html
 

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/clinical-considerations/covid-19-vaccines-us.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/clinical-considerations/covid-19-vaccines-us.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/recommendations/immuno.html?s_cid=11707:covid%20booster%20immunocompromised:sem.ga:p:RG:GM:gen:PTN:FY22
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/recommendations/immuno.html?s_cid=11707:covid%20booster%20immunocompromised:sem.ga:p:RG:GM:gen:PTN:FY22
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/second-shot.html
https://lbrn.lsu.edu/LBRN-COVID-19.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/vaccine-benefits.html


 

NIH Extramural Nexus 

 

Strengthening Fellowship Review
Have you applied for, sponsored, or reviewed NIH fellowship applications? We would like to hear your
thoughts on what works, what doesn’t, and how the process could be improved.

National Research Service Award (NRSA) Fellowship (F) awards are intended to support training that will
enhance pre- and post-doctoral trainees’ potential to develop into productive, independent research scientists.
In 2021, CSR handled the review of more than 5500 of the approximately 6800 NRSA F applications received
by NIH. We recently convened a CSR Advisory Council working group, charged with evaluating the fellowship
review process and making recommendations to make it as effective and fair as possible for all.

The working group has noted multiple concerns, many of which center around the challenges of discerning the

https://public.csr.nih.gov/AboutCSR/Organization/WorkingGroups#6


potential of the applicant and the value of the training planned, as opposed to the general reputation of the
school and sponsor. There are concerns that applicants from smaller and less-resourced schools sometimes
face a higher bar, that grades can unfairly haunt strong applicants, and that junior faculty are hesitant to
sponsor applications, feeling their chances are slim.

Now the working group would like to hear your thoughts about the fellowship review process. What are its
strengths and weaknesses? How could it be improved? In answering, think about the characteristics of strong
applicants, sponsors, and training programs and the challenge of identifying the applications that have the
greatest potential to develop independent, productive research scientists.

It may be useful to refresh your memory on the criteria NIH uses now. The five main review criteria are:
Fellowship Applicant; Sponsor(s), Collaborators, and Consultants; Research Training Plan; Training Potential;
and Institutional Environment & Commitment to Training. (PA-21-051 is a typical funding announcement and
details review information in section V.) However, you need not be bound to these criteria; creativity is
welcome.

Share your ideas via the comments box, or by emailing feedback@csr.nih.gov. We cannot respond individually
to most comments, but we promise that if received by January 24, 2022, they’ll be read and that the
information you provide will help the working group and CSR strengthen the review of NRSA fellowship
applications.

 

Webinar Available on Searches for Alternatives to Animals
The NIH Office of Laboratory Animal Welfare hosted a live webinar in December 2021 entitled, “Best Practices
for Conducting a Search for Alternatives and Finding Animal Model/Model Organism Information.” The
panelists included Jessie Kull from the U.S. Department of Agriculture Animal Welfare Information Center and
Joelle Mornini from the NIH Library. View this recording to learn how to find:

3Rs methods (replacement, reduction, and refinement) and animal use alternative information in
bibliographic databases
Journal articles, patents, NIH-funded research projects, and genetic information related to animal models
and model organisms
Requirements and resources for the NIH Model Organism Sharing Policy

Want more on this topic? We invite you to take a few minutes and also listen to our NIH All About Grants
podcast on considering alternatives to animals in your grant application.

 
  

Extending Existing Guidance for Preparing Applications
During COVID-19 

For Spring 2022 due dates, NIH recently extended the guidance that while grant applications should not
include contingency or recovery plans for problems resulting from the COVID-19 pandemic, investigators may

https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/PA-21-051.html#_Section_V._Application
mailto:feedback@csr.nih.gov
https://olaw.nih.gov/education/educational-resources/webinar-2021-12-09.htm
https://www.nhlbi.nih.gov/grants-and-training/policies-and-guidelines/nih-nhlbi-policy-on-sharing-of-model-organisms-for-biomedical-research
https://grants.nih.gov/news/virtual-learning/podcasts.htm
https://nexus.od.nih.gov/all/2020/11/18/all-about-grants-podcast-alternatives-to-animals/
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-OD-22-046.html


address effects due to the pandemic on productivity or other scoreable issues in the personal statement of the
biosketch. Reviewers will be instructed to take these pandemic-related circumstances into account when
assessing applicants’ productivity and other score-driving factors. If needed, NIH staff will request and assess
plans to resolve specific problems arising from the COVID-19 pandemic prior to funding.

NIH also extended the special exception for post-submission material to applications submitted for the
August/October 2022 Council rounds. For applications submitted for the August/October 2022 Council rounds
(beginning with applications submitted for the January 25, 2022 due date), the NIH, AHRQ, and NIOSH will
accept a one-page update with preliminary data as post-submission materials for applications submitted under
all activity codes, ONLY if the Funding Opportunity Announcement (FOA) used for submission allowed
preliminary data in the application. One page of preliminary data will be accepted for single component
applications or for each component of a multi-component application.

The deadline for submitting all post-submission materials, including preliminary data, will be 30 days before the
study section meeting, unless specified otherwise in the FOA. Because applications for emergency competitive
revisions and urgent competitive revisions undergo expedited review, post-submission materials will not be
accepted for those applications.

 

Revised NIH Grants Policy Statement for FY 2022
The revised NIH Grants Policy Statement (NIHGPS) has been published, replacing the April 2021 version as
standard terms and conditions of award. This revision applies to all NIH grants and cooperative agreements
with budget periods beginning on or after October 1, 2021.

Access the NIHGPS in HTML or PDF formats, and take a look at the summary of significant changes for this
revision. Prior versions of the NIHGPS can be found on our NIH Grants Policy Statement page.

For more details, see the full Guide Notice.

 

CFA for Short Term Core Projects

Molecular Cell Biology Research Resources Core (MCBRC) and Bioinformatics,
Biostatistics, and Computational Biology Core (BBCC) are calling for proposals to carry out
short term projects in collaboration with the Cores. All LBRN researchers can submit a
proposal for a defined project that can be carried out in collaboration with the Core facilities
listed in the attached Call for Proposals (CFP)  on a competitive basis. Each selected project
will be allocated $1,500 to fully or partially offset Core expenses. Please contact your LBRN

Steering Committee Member.

https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-OD-22-047.html
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/policy/nihgps/HTML5/introduction.htm
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/policy/nihgps/HTML5/introduction.htm
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/policy/nihgps/nihgps.pdf
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/policy/nihgps/Significant%20Changes%20Table_NIHNPS_2021_FINAL.pdf
https://grants.nih.gov/policy/nihgps/index.htm
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-OD-22-050.htm
https://lbrn.lsu.edu/people.html#LbrnSteering


 

LONI HPC Allocation for LBRN

To support the LBRN / BBC Core community on LONI HPC systems, we have renewed our high-performance
computing allocation for 2021/2022.

This can be utilized in lieu of individual investigators having to apply for and acquire their own allocations to
access the HPC resources. If any of your campus members need access to high performance computing,
please have them interface with Dr. Nayong Kim.
 

mailto:nykim@cct.lsu.edu?subject=LBRN%2FBBC%20HPC%20allocation


NIH LBRN Acknowledgement

So that we can most effectively communicate the scope and results of our funding support, we would like to
know when you are planning news announcements about IDeA awards or program activities and
achievements…

When you produce such material, please be sure to identify the IDeA program, not just the INBRE, COBRE or
sub-program, and to provide context about the program’s goals along the lines of:

The University of _________ has received $XXX from the National Institutes of Health (NIH) to support an
Institutional Development Award (IDeA) Center of Biomedical Research Excellence. The IDeA program builds
research capacities in states that historically have had low levels of NIH funding by supporting basic, clinical
and translational research; faculty development; and infrastructure improvements.

In journal articles, news releases, or other materials about your program’s activities or achievements, please
use funding acknowledgement language such as:

Research reported in this {publication, release} was supported by an Institutional Development Award (IDeA)
from the National Institute of General Medical Sciences of the National Institutes of Health under grant number
5 P20 GM103424-20.

• In journal articles, oral or poster presentations, news releases, news and feature articles, interviews with
reporters and other communications, acknowledge the IDeA program's full or partial support of the research.
The citation in scientific publications should use the following format: 

Research reported in this publication was supported by an Institutional Development Award (IDeA) from the
National Institute of General Medical Sciences of the National Institutes of Health under grant number
P20GM103424-20.

• If you wish to acknowledge NIH/NIGMS funding on your Web site or other communication product, you may
use wording such as:

Funded by an Institutional Development Award (IDeA) from the National Institutes of Health.
or
Funded by the LBRN (2P20GM103424-20) an Institutional Development Award (IDeA) from the National
Institute of General Medical Sciences of the National Institutes of Health.

Please do not use the NIH or NIGMS logo to acknowledge funding, as these logos are only to be used
for material produced by NIH and its components.

http://lbrn.lsu.edu/nih-acknowledgement.html
http://lbrn.lsu.edu/nih-acknowledgement.html
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